
A badger burrow along an old fence line 

A female badger with two of her three kits 

Why study badgers?  

It is estimated that there are fewer than 200 
badgers in Ontario.  But almost nothing is 
known about them, and even their true popu-
lation size and distribution remain a mystery.  
To protect this native species, we must first 
answer some basic ecological questions. 
With your help, we can learn more about the 
badgerôs relationship with the southern On-
tario landscape and create a conservation 
plan that works for both badgers and people.   

How are we studying badgers?  

Our first goal is to find possible badger bur-
rows because only there can we find our 
most valuable research tool: DNA from hair.  

With only a few hairs, we 
can confirm badger pres-
ence,  measure territory size, 
and even track movement, 
all by identifying the ñgenetic 

fingerprintò of a badger, and recording the 
places and times we find that ñfingerprintò. 

We can monitor burrows with 
ñhair snagsò to collect hair from 
a badger that visits the area 
long after weôve been there. 

Badgers can also be fitted with 
radio-transmitters that allow us 
to follow their movements with 
hand-held antennas, revealing 
much more about what they 
need to survive and to thrive. 

But even with these techniques, we still need 
to find these rare and elusive animals in the 
first place.  And we can only do that with your 
help. Please help by reporting burrows , 

road -kills and sightings of live badgers!  
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Please report burrows, roadkills 

or sightings of live badgers to  

 1-877-715-9299 (toll -free)  
or by email 

info@ontariobadgers.com  

 

 

 

 

www.OntarioBadgers.com  

Toll -free Hotline:  

 1-877-715-9299  

Email:  

info@ontariobadgers.com  


